
  Social Studies Extra Credit Projects 

 
Task: Choose one or more of the “choices” below if you are looking for ways to enrich 
your mind and get some extra credit in Social Studies. 

CHOICES: 
1.  Make a giant political map of the Western Hemisphere with sidewalk chalk on your driveway or 
patio. Remember, the Western Hemisphere includes North America (with Greenland), Central 
America, South America, and the islands of the Caribbean.  

 

2. Make a PowerPoint or Google Slides presentation of some of the amazing physical features found 
in the Western Hemisphere. Your slide show should include: 

• Title slide page 
• Individual slide pages of some of the physical features listed below. Each of these individual 

slide pages should have a picture or two and then some facts about the physical feature. 
See example of a completed slide show on my web page: 
https://www.clarenceschools.org/Page/2872 
 

• Physical Feature List: Denali, Great Lakes, Appalachian Mountains, Rocky Mountains, Death 
Valley, Mt. Rainier, Mt. Washington (New Hampshire), Great Plains, Mississippi River, Rio 
Grande River, Gulf of Mexico, Panama Canal, Andes Mountains, Atacama Desert, Angel Falls, 
Niagara Falls, Amazon River, Brazilian Highlands, Patagonia, Mt. Aconcagua, Lake Titicaca, 
Iguazu Falls, Nevados Ojos del Salado volcano 

 

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.clarenceschools.org/Page/2872
https://www.clarenceschools.org/Page/2872


3.  Build and Erupt a Volcano. This project is always a student favorite! Follow the steps below to get 
started: 

• Research volcanoes of the Western Hemisphere. From Hawaii to Alaska and down the west 
coast of North America through Central America and along the west coast of South America 
and even on some of the islands of the Caribbean, there are many famous volcanoes in the 
Western Hemisphere. Pick one volcano, research it, and fill out the “Volcano Facts” sheet, 
which can be found later on in this document.  

 

• Talk to your parents about how you want to design and build your volcano. Clay, dirt, plaster, 
paper-mache, construction material, salt dough, or other materials can be used. Paint and 
decorate the volcano if you wish. Try to make your model volcano look similar to the one you 
researched. 
 

• Also, talk to your parents as to what kind of eruption you want. There are many choices 
available so be sure to do some research. The traditional eruptions are: 
 

- Baking soda, vinegar, food coloring 
- Baking soda, liquid dish soap, vinegar, food coloring 
- *Diet Coke and Mentos (*See “notes” below for tips for this kind of eruption.) 

*Diet Coke and Mentos Eruption Tips: 

• One pack of Mentos is needed for one eruption. You will probably not use all of the Mentos in 
the pack, so you will have a few extra. 

• A 20 ounce or 2 liter bottle of Diet Coke is needed for one eruption. (Regular Coke, Regular 
Pepsi, and Diet Pepsi all work, too, but Diet Coke usually shoots the highest.) 

• Build your volcano around the pop bottle, or build the volcano separately so it can be placed 
over the pop bottle. (The latter idea is better because then you can use your volcano again 
and again for more pop bottle eruptions. 

• Do NOT open the pop bottle until you are ready to erupt it. You need a fresh pop bottle for a 
big eruption. 

• You need an efficient way of getting several Mentos into the pop bottle. Simply putting them 
in one-by-one by hand will not work. You can buy “geyser tubes” at websites like Steve 
Spangler’s Science or Amazon, or make your own tube with some PVC pipe and a nail. 

• Buy at least two pop bottles. Practice first with just the one pop bottle, Mentos, and tube 
before making or putting your volcano around the a new pop bottle. 

• There are several online ideas for this type of eruption. YouTube has some good videos. 

***Final Tip: If you choose to do any of these volcano eruption ideas, have a parent 
record you reading your fact card and the eruption. Then, have them send me the 
video. 



     Volcano Fact Card 
 

Volcano Name: _______________________________________________ 

 

Location: _____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Elevation: _______________________ feet 

 

*Most Recent Eruption (*if known): _______________________________ 

 

Interesting Facts: ________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

 

 


